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ROWING ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY. 


The Pacific Association of Amateur Oarsmen. 


BY ARTHUR INKERSLEY. 


OR several years rowing on the 
Bay of San Francisco was 
under the control of the Pacific 
Association of the Amateur 
Athletic Union, nearly all the 
directors of which were repre- 
sentatives ой rowing clubs. 
Though track and field events 
and nearly all branches of am- 
ateur sport came within the 
limits of their jurisdiction, 

most of their time and atten- 

т-т--------2 tion were devoted to the in- 
terests of the rowing clubs and 
the management of regattas. In this respect 
the P. A. of the A. A. U. furnished an interest- 
ing example of the modification of institutions 
by local circumstances. All over the United 
States, with the exception of California, rowing 
does not fall under the jurisdiction of the Am- 
ateur Athletic Union at all, but under that of 
the National Association of Amateur Oarsmen. 
Yet in California, the principal and almost the 
sole visible function of the Pacific Association 
of the A. A. U. was the management of rowing 
events. The leading spirits of the P. A. of the 
A A. U. were John R. Bockman of the Ariel 
Rowing Club, W. B. Hinchman of the Alameda 
Boating Club, A. P. Rothkopf of the Dolphin B. 
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С., Dr. С. С. Dennis of the South End R. C., 
Thomas Lands and William Espey of the 
Pioneer R. C., George James of the Olympic 
Club and Stanley Adderly of the Triton B. C. 
Others who took an active part in the manage- 
ment of regattas were J. D. Mahoney, 8. J. 
Pembroke, P. J. Enright, A. J. Fritz, John P. 
Foley, A. W. Pape, J. B. Keenan and H. W. 
Maas i 


The headquarters of rowing until two or three 
years ago were at Long Bridge, on which stood 
the boathouses of the Pioneer and Ariel Rowing 
Clubs, while the house of the South End Rowing 
Club at the foot of Third Street was not far 
distant. The Dolphin Boating Club was founded 
in 1878 and occupies a convenient and handsome 
boathouse at the foot of Hyde Street on North 
Beach. Hard by is the house of the Triton 
Swimming and Boating Club. The regattas of 
the South End, Ariel and Pioneer Clubs were 
held over the Long Bridge course, as also were 
the annual championship races of the year. 
The Alameda Boating Club and the University 
of California Boating Association held their 
own races on Oakland Creek, but joined in open 
regattas wherever they might be held. In the 
closing years of the last century several regattas 
were given at El Campo, but strong winds and 
rough water were often encountered here on 
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OFFICERS OF THE PACIFIC ASSOCIATION AMERICAN OARSMEN. 
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summer afternoons. The necessity of waiting 
until the crowd had assembled compelled the 
committee to defer the races until the condi- 
tlons become unfavorable for racing boats. 

In 1898 the search for a new course. where 
smooth water could be found, led the oarsmen 
to Lake Bohemia. near Guerneville. where a 
programme lasting two days was given in the 
middle of October. The outing was a very 
pleasant one. tut the difficulty and hazard of 
transporting the racing boats by rail for so 
great a distance deterred the oarsmen from re- 
peating the experience. Far from large towns, 
too, it was not possible to gather a sufficiently 
large number of spectators to make the event 
a financial success. 

The board of managers of the Pacific Associa- 
tion of the A. A. U., by virtue of considerable 
experience, came to manage a rowing event 
pretty well and certainly succeeded in giving as 
many open regattas as were necessary. There 
is, however, always a certain dissatisfaction 
with things as they are which induces people to 
seek change. Oarsmen felt that the P. A. of 
the A. A. U. was a body concerned with general 
athletics and not with rowing only. They pre- 
ferred to have rowing affairs managed by a 
Towing association and, to this end, the Ala- 
meda and Dolphin Boating Clubs became mem- 
bers of the National Association of Amateur 
Oarsmen. The attempt, however, to found а 
local rowing association, though they gave rise 
to a good deal of discussion and some disturb- 
ance from time to time. came to nothing for 
several years. The managers of the P. A. of 
the A. A. U. did not wish to be shorn of a con- 
siderable part of their powers and opposed 
strenuously any effort to take the control of 
rowing affairs out of their hands. 

At last the managers of tne P. A. of the A. 
A. U.. having become a little weary of the 
struggle and having lost some of their com- 
bativeness, resisted less vigorously. The latest 
onslaught of the oarsmen resulted in their 
wresting the management of rowing from the 
hands of the P. A. of the A. A. U., and in the 
formation of a new body named the Pacific As- 
sociation of Amateur Oarsmen. This new body 
is affillated with the National Association of 
Amateur Oarsmen and will be spoken of here- 
after as the P. A. A. O. While the work of 
organization was being done, C. M. Farrell of 
the Dolphin В. С. was temporary president. 
The officers now are as follows: W. F. Harris 
of the Dolphin В. С.. President; James А. Wil- 
son of the Ariel Rowing Club, Vice-President; 
W. C. Donnelly of the Alameda B. C., Trea- 
surer; F. V. Ferrers Baker of the South End 
R. C., Secretary; H. K. McKevitt of the Dolphin 
B. C., Assistant Secretary and Chairman of the 
regatta committee; Charles A. Goshen of the 
Vallejo Yachting and R. C., Secretary of the 
regatta committee. 

The following clubs are included in the P. A. 
A. О., and are represented by the delegates 
named: Alameda B. C., by F. E. Browning. W. 
C. Donnelly and Al Kihn; Ariel R. C. by Eugene 
Flanders, Charles Wilson and James Wilson; 
Dolphin В. C. by T. R. Dixon, ХУ. F. Harris and 
H. K. McKevitt; Vallejo Y. and R. C. by P. J. 
Weniger. C. A. Goshen and H. F. Stahl The 
Pioneer Rowing Club still owns a large equip- 
ment but has taken no part in regattas for 
some years past. Its boat, oars, etc., are stored 
in a small house near the Arctic Oil Works. 
The South End R. C. has not yet appointed any 
delegates to the P. A. A. O., though a well- 
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FRED SHERRY, SENIOR SKIFF CHAMPION, 1905. 
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known South End oarsman is secretary of the 
new organization. It is understood that the 
South End Club, so soon as circumstances per- 
mit it to devote attention and money to racing, 
will enter barge crews and single scullers at 
the regattas held by the P. A. A. O. Since they 
were compelled to leave their old quarters at 
the foot of Third Street, the South End oars- 
men have had their hands full in meeting the 
heavy expenses of building and equipping their 
new boathouse, which stands near the new 
quarters of the Ariel R. C., a little to the south 
of the Arctic Oil Works. Both clubs now have 
an excellent location, on clear, open water, 
suitable for swimming. In the old Long Bridge 
days the Ariel and Pioneer oarsmen had to 
pass under an old wharf in getting out from or 
back to their club-house and the South End 
rowers launched their craft under a hay wharf, 
the exit to open water being sometimes blocked 
by a schooner lying alongside to discharge 
cargo. Between the handsome, roomy, con- 
venient boat-houses now occupied by the Ariel 
and South End Clubs is an open space, which 
is reserved for quarters for the Pioneer R. C. 
The first regatta held by the newly organized 
P. A. A. C. took place at Vallejo on Decoration 
Day, over a straightaway course in Mare Island 
Straits, the finish being opposite the float of 
the Vallejo Y. and R. C., going down in the 
direction of San Pablo Bay. The tide runs so 
strongly in the Straits that it is difficult to 
make much headway against it. It is probable 
that. when another regatta is held оп these 
waters, the men will row from the magazine 
wharf up the Straits towards the receiving ship 
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L. С. RICHMOND. 
After Waist. 


E. J. MOHR, 
F. Waist. 


Independence, finishing, as before, opposite the 
quarters of the Vallejo Y. and R. C. The pro- 
gramme included barge races in the junior, in- 
termediate and senior classes; a four-oared 
shell race; senior skiff event; 100 yards and relay 
swimming races; greasy boom; high and fancy 
diving, a duck hunt and a race for yachts’ 
dingeys. A steamer conveyed the contestants, 
with their equipment and many spectators to 
Vallejo, bringing them back to San Francisco 
in the evening. No open rowing regatta has 
occurred in Vallejo for во many years that 
some delay was almost unavoidable, especially 
as the event was the first held by the new or- 
ganization. There was some good racing and 
the officials gained experience that will be use- 
ful in future events. The participants in the 
races were members of the Dolphin B. C., the 
Alameda B. C., the Ariel R. C., and the Val- 
lejo Y. and R. C. 

The second event under the management 
of the P. A. A. O. was the annual championship 
regatta on Lake Merritt, the funds for which 
were provided by the Oakland Citizens’ Fourth 
of July Celebration Committee. Crews and 
single scullers from the Alameda B. C., the Dol- 
phin B. C. and the Ariel R. C. took part in a 
programme in which there were the usual barge, 
shell and skiff races, and also a contest in 
double sculling boats, in which a pair of Ala- 
meda oarsmen beat a pair of Ariel Club mem- 
bers, each boat carrying a coxwain. The 
boats used in this event are two precisely sim- 
Паг craft formerly owned by the Columbia Row- 
ing Club and purchased from it by the Alameda 
B. C. The regatta was witnessed by a large 
number of spectators, who watched it with 
great interest. The representatives of the Ala- 
meda B. C. carried off the lion’s share of the 
prizes and A. W. Pape of the Dolphin B. C. had 
no difficulty in retaining his championship in 
the single shell. 

The third event under the management of the 
P. A. A. O. took place on Sunday, July 30, at 
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THE DOLPHIN INTERMEDIATE BARGE CREW. 


G. KENNIFF, 
Coxswain. 


A. W. WARD, 
Bow. 


H. K. MCKEVITT, 
Stroke. 


El Campo, the programme consisting of junior 
and senior barge races and outrigged skiff races. 
The day was pleasant and, though a pretty 
strong breeze came up in the afternoon, the 
course near the shore, especially for the crew 
having the inside station, was fairly smooth. 
The Alameda B. C. won both the barge races 
and A. W. Keegan of the Ariel R. C. walked 
away from C. J. Hague of the Alameda B. C. in 
the outrigged skiff event. At the time of writ- 
ing (August 1) it appears that the P. A. A. O. 
will hold a regatta at Sacramento on September 
9, in connection with the decennial celebration 
of the Native Sons of the Golden West in the 
Capital City. So long a time has elapsed since 
San Francisco Bay oarsmen took part in a re- 
gatta at Sacramento that the event, if it can be 
carried out successfully, will excite great in- 
terest and may create a new enthusiasm for 
rowing among the young men of the capital. 
Up to the present moment the managers of 
the P. A. A. O. have followed the practice of 
the P. A. of the A. A. U., the programme of a 
regatta consisting of barge races in the senior, 
intermediate and junior classes, of outrigged 
skiff contests in the senior and junior classes 
and of single shell races in the same two 
classes. One novelty, as already stated, has 
been introduced in the shape of the double 
sculling race with cockswains. The four-oared 
shell race that took place at Vallejo on Decora- 
tion Day was the first that has been held for 
some time on the bay or any of the waters ad- 
jacent thereto. There has been much talk at 
various times of reviving racing in four-oared 
shells, the Ariel R. C. being particularly de- 
sirous of doing so. The four-oared barge was 
adopted here on account of the rough waters 
of the bay during the summer season and was 
at first a strongly built and somewhat heavy 
craft. But the desire of crews to pull as light 
a boat as possible led to the building of a series 
of boats, each lighter than its predecessor. The 
Alameda В. C. was the first to get a light racing 
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barge and has since maintained the custom of 
having boats lighter than those of its com- 
petitors. This lightening of the weight of rac- 
ing boats has now proceeded so far that clubs 
which do not own a barge or outrigged skiff of 
the latest model are debarred from entering 
open regattas, as their representatives, pulling 
heavy, old-fashioned boats, feel that they are 
too heavily handicapped to have a reasonable 
hope of victory. 

If single shell and four-oared shell rowing 
became general, four-oared crews and single 
scullers would be on fair and equal terms, as 
there is little room for variation in the con- 
struction of shells. It is said, and probably 
quite correctly, by the advocates of shell row- 
ing, that a shell can live in any water that does 
not swamp a light racing barge or outrigged 
skiff and that the early-day races in San Fran- 
cisco bay were in shells. 

Though men may row for exercise and re- 
Creation at any season of the year, it is neces- 
sary to hold open regattas during the summer 
when the days are long and there is opportunity 
for crews to practice in the evenings or the 
early mornings. If it were not for this, the 
winter would be more suitable, as, barring a 
few stormy and wet days, the weather is calm 
and the water smooth during that season. A 
bright winter day is altogether pleasanter for 
rowing than the average summer afternoon on 
San Francisco Bay. But natural conditions 
must be taken as they are. All that can be 
done is to make the best of them. 








MORNING AFTER THE CORINTHIAN JINKS. 
F. J. Clute, Photo. 


The race which took place in April between 
the crews of the Universities of Washington 
and Stanford showed that, in the morning, at 
any rate, it is possible to get a smooth course 
on Richardson's Bay at Sausalito. It is to be 
hoped that the P. A. A. O., in looking for a re- 
gatta course, will not overlook this one, which 
is easily reached, has deep enough water for 
rowing and is perfectly free from interruption 
by ferry boats, scow schooners, steam tugs and 
other bay craft. 


A. W. PAPE, (DOLPHIN BOATING CLUB), FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS SINGLE SHELL CHAMPION OF ge COABT. 
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